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President Endor ses Senate Bill to Raise Pay of Federal Judges

For thefirst timein more than adecade the President has announced his support for legislation that,
if enacted, will beamajor step toward restoring fairnessto federal judicial compensation, Judiciary leaders
said.

“The President and the cosponsorsof S. 1023 realizethat federal judges are not being fairly
compensated,” said L eonidas Ralph Mecham, Director of the Administrative Office of the United States
Courts. “They have stepped forward with aproposal that will help ameliorate years of neglect” The
legislation, introduced in the Senate last week, would provide a 16.5 percent pay increaseto federal
judges.

Inintroducing S. 1023 on Thursday, Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah, Chairman of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, said, “ Theindependence and quality of the Judiciary isat risk because of theinadequacy
of the current salaries of federal judges.” Hatch is one of nearly adozen Republican and Democratic
Senatorswho have endorsed the legislation.

Thebill would provide a16.5 percent pay increase for the Chief Justice of the United States,
associatejustices of the Supreme Court, and circuit and district judges, “an average salary increase of
about $25,000,” Hatch said. The legidation also would provide for apay increase for bankruptcy and
magistrate judges, whose sal aries are set at 92 percent of the pay of district judges.

During aWhite House ceremony Friday (May 9), President Bush thanked Hatch, saying, “I
support your work to make sureweincreasejudicial pay acrossthe United States.”

Later inthe day, the President rel eased a statement saying, “| am pleased to support legislation
introduced in the Senate thisweek that would increase the annual salaries of justices and judges of the
United States”

Chief Judge Deanell R. Tacha of the U.S. Court of Appealsfor the Tenth Circuit welcomed the
proposed pay increase. “ Judicial compensationisacrisisnot just for the Judiciary but for the nation,” she
said. “When judges are forced by inadequate pay to return to the private sector, one of the cornerstones of
our federal government isincrementally lost.

“Prior to 1990, only a handful of judges ever |eft the federal bench. Since 1990, over 70 Articlelll
judges have left, and they have done so at an increasing pace,” she said. Judge Tachais chair of the Judi-
cial Branch Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States, the policy-making body for the
federal courts.

The National Commission on the Public Service, chaired by Paul Volcker, issued areport earlier
thisyear that recommends* animmediate and significant increasein judicial, executiveand legidative
salaries.” Thereport said a“first priority in doing so should be animmediate and substantial increasein
judicial salaries” Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, Justice Stephen G. Breyer, and Judge Tacha
testified beforethe Commission.

Federal judgesreceived no cost of living adjustment infive of the past 10 years. In addition, the
purchasing power of judges salaries hasfallen by more than 20 percent since 1969.
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